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MEMORANDUM

TO: Officers and Members of the Human Relations Commission
FROM: Freeholder Amy Handlin
DATE: July 25, 2002

RE: Keansburg

I am sure that all of you share my outrage and disgust at the racial slurs that were recently
made by the Acting Chief of Police of Keansburg. Unfortunately, the continuing publicity
about this incident and the ongoing debate about town officials’ response are keeping alive
the deep hurt and divisions it has caused.

As the official body that represents all of Monmouth County’s many ethnic, racial and
religious groups, I believe it is imperative for the Commission to issue a strong
condemnation of Acting Chief Kennedy’s comments. I am respectfully requesting that
you act on this matter as quickly as possible.

Thank you for your anticipated cooperation and for all your hard work on behalf of the
residents of Monmouth County.

AHH:fjh

“SEPTEMBER 2d, 1609 THIS 1S A VERY GOOD LAND TO FALL IN WITH AND A PLEASANT LAND TO SEE.”

Entry in the log of Hendrik Hudson’s Ship Half Moon made after the Dutch Explorer became
the first European to come ashore in what later was known as Monmouth County



3000 Kozloski Road, Freehold, NJ 07728 732-530-9520
www.visitmonmouth.com/humanrelations

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE August 5, 2002

MCHRC RESPONDS TO KEANSBURG BIAS INCIDENT

The indignation from the public in response to the recent Keansburg situation
continues to grow. The shock of such bias that went out over their police radio by Acting
Police Chief Kennedy against a group of young men standing on a street corner has given

the entire Keansburg police department a black eye.

The Monmouth County Human Relations Commission must respond by going on
record as being diametrically opposed to such outrageous conduct by a public official.
The fact that the original outrage over this horrible episode continues to escalate indicates
that the original outrage was not a rush to judgment, but rather a genuine protest against

an incident that is almost beyond comprehension.
For Chief Kennedy, whose behavior sets the tone for the entire town by standing

for law and order, has definitely violated his responsibility in public office and has to be

held responsible for his abhorrent conduct. The punishment must fit the "crime.”

g&a&j% mMmL, CL@\

Joan Brearley, Chairperson
MCHRC
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The tndignation from the pub-
lic in response to the recent
Keansburg situation continues to a
grow. The shock of such bias that !

went out over the police radio by |
Acting Police Chief Kennedy
against a group of young men
standing on a street corner has
given the entire Keansburg
police department a black eye.

The Monmouth  County
Human Relations Commission
must respond by going on record
as being diametyically opposed to :
such outrageous conduct by a
public official. The fact that the |
origina} outrage over this horri-
big episode continués to escalate
indicates that the--original- out
rage was not a rush to judgrheat,
but rather a geauine protest
against an incident that is almost
beyond comprehension.

Fer Chief Kennedy, whose
behavior sets the tome for the
entire lown by standing for law
and order, has definitely violated
his responsibility in public office
and has to be held responsible
for his abhorrent conduct. The
punishment must fit the “crime.”

Joan Brearley

Chairman

Manmputh County Human
Relations Commission !

Protest genuine
in Keanshurg

he indignation

from the public in
response to the recent
Keansburg situation
continues to grow. The
shock of such bias that
went out over their po.
lice radio by acting Po-
lice Chief Michael Ken-
nedy against a group of
young men standing on
a street corner has
given the entire Keans-
burg police department
a black eye.

The Monmouth
County Human Rela
tions Cominission is di-
ametrically opposed {o
such outrageous con-
duct by a public official.
The fact that the origi-
nal outrage over this
horrible episede contin-
ues to escalate indicates
that the oariginal out-
rage was not a rush to
judgment, but rather a
genuine protest against
an incident that is al-
most beyond compre-
hension.

Kennedy, whose be-
havier sets the tone for
the entire town by
standing for law and
erder, has violated his
responsibility in public
office and has to be held
responsible for his ab-
horrent conduct. The
punishment must fit
the “crime."”

Joan Brearley
CHAIRWOMAN
MONMOUTH COUNTY
HUMAN RELATIONS

COMMISSION
FREEHOLD
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14 January 2003

John and Carolyn Schwebel
The Equalizers

79 Hamilton Avenue
Leonardo, New Jersey 07737

Re: The Keansburg Case
Dear Mr. and Mrs. Schwebel:

The Asbury Park-Neptune and the Greater Long Branch Area
NAACPs thank you as representatives of both the Equalizers and the
Monmouth County Human Relations Commission for your dedicated
support during the many meetings at the Keansburg Council.

Not only was your presence heart-warming but your comments
reinforced the NAACPs position before the Keansburg Couneil. Your
sacrifice of time to appear at the many meetings, the press releases, the
communications with other organizations and many, many suggestions
to speak out are greatly appreciated.

Your E-Mails covering information from various sources were also
helpful and appreciated. )

Now that the Acting Chief has retired this concludes the phase
involving unacceptable behavior by the highest ranking law enforcement
officer, the racial profiling and the threat to African Americans from
egregious, hateful, racial speech.

Again, we thank you for your support.

Sincerely,
L,%gﬂ"e’k D, f Q/[/ZJ/E/\J( ;;7/j y
Lorenfo W. Dangle HAoward L. West, Sr. 7 o Al

Pres., Greater Long Branch Pres., Asbury Park-Neptune
NAACP NAACP




